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keeshond
[pure vanilla]

REASON FOR LIVING: The Keeshond originally 
served as a watchdog on riverboats, barges, and 
farms. This breed was especially popular in Holland in 
the late 1700s, where it became a symbol of the Dutch 
Patriot political party and its leader Kees de Gyselaer 
who owned a dog named Kees and gave the breed its 
name. Although we feel that it is a bit quirky, if not 
egomaniacal, to name your dog after yourself, this 
breed lingers on as the most malleable of the “spitz” 
breeds of dogs. Unfortunately, this history is just a 
plain old boring fact that you can do nothing with. 
Wait – that is kind of like this breed now that we think 
about it. 

SIZE: 55-65lb (25-30 kg), 17-18 in (43-46cm)

SNAPSHOT: The most interesting thing about 
the Keeshond might just be its name. You can have 
hours of enjoyment with your kids as they mangle 
the pronunciation and you correct them repeatedly. 
Why you would get a dog whose most interesting trait 
is its name is beyond us. The Keeshond is just not that 

interesting. It is not small enough to be small. It is not big  
enough to be big. It is not quiet enough to be an easy 
keeper. It is not active enough to be a full time road 
warrior. It is just nippy enough to be annoying but not 
aggressive enough to be considered aggressive. It 
is not smart enough to be one of the Einsteins of the 
dog world. It is not stupid enough to get away with 
its antics when it gets bored. The bottom line on the 
Keeshond it that it is what it is - a plain old vanilla 
spitz. If you want to get one, by all means get one. If 
you do, please send us an email letting us know what 
was so special about this breed, because we have yet 
to sort that out. 

Another interesting tidbit about the Keeshond is 
that we have never met a Keeshond breeder or have 
known anyone to go and buy a Keeshond from a 
breeder. Nonetheless, you see them all over the place. 
Our theory behind the prominence of “senõr vanilla” 
is that these dogs look like little teddy bears crossed 
with an Ewok when they are puppies. These make 
for irresistible window ornaments in pet shops where 
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they are sold to pet owners as their kids walk by and 
demand their parents buy them a teddy bear Ewok 
that poops and pees.  

If our theory is correct, these owners who are doing 
their dog shopping at the pet store (or humane society) 
are, all things considered, doing okay with their 
selection. These dogs are certainly playful enough, 
smart enough, and friendly enough to be kept as a 
reasonable house pet as long as you are okay with fur 
all over everything. The one characteristic Keeshond 
nuisance is that they have an utterly annoying high 
pitch bark and they will remind you that they own that 
bark about 20 times per day. Should you find yourself 
at a pet store or at the human society considering 
a teddy bear Ewok, don’t think you will be bringing 
home the dog that you talk about at 
Thanksgiving 30 years from now 
and reminisce that this was the 
“best dog ever.” Unfortunately 
the Keeshond, being the 
vanilla bean that it is, just 
does not have that in him. 

MEDICAL ISSUES: The
 one area our theory falls 
short is that most pet store 
animals come from puppy mills and 
dogs from puppy mills are generally riddled with 
problems. The Keeshond, conversely, is relatively 
healthy, although hip dysplasia and a few other 

congenital disorders are not entirely unheard of. 

TOTAL COST OF OWNERSHIP: The base cost 
of Keeshond ownership is about $10,000. If you need 
a new hip or two that will be an additional $10,000 
headache but most Keeshonds do well so if you don’t 
want to budget ahead with this breed you probably do 
not have to. 

   


